US007523161B2

a2 United States Patent
Philyaw

US 7,523,161 B2
*Apr. 21, 2009

(10) Patent No.:
(45) Date of Patent:

(54) CONTROL OF SOFTWARE INTERFACE

WITH INFORMATION INPUT TO ACCESS

(56) References Cited

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

WINDOW
3,668,312 A 6/1972 Y: toetal. ............ 348/17
(75) Inventor: Jeffry Jovan Philyaw, Dallas, TX (US) Amamelo eta
(73) Assignee: RPX-LV Acquisition LL.C, Wilmington, (Continued)
DE (US) FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
(*) Notice: Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this EP 0961250 A2 12/1999
patent is extended or adjusted under 35 (Continued)
U.S.C. 154(b) by 490 days. onte
OTHER PUBLICATIONS
This patent is subject to a terminal dis- o o
claimer “Group Decision Support System: Development and Application”,
’ Energy Systems, Westinghouse, Pittsburgh, PA, 1989.
(21) Appl. No.: 11/039,154 (Continued)
(22) Filed: Jan. 18, 2005 Primary Examiner—William C Vaughn, Jr.
Assistant Examiner—Ninos Donabed
(65) Prior Publication Data (74) Attorney, Agent, or Firm—Howison & Arnott, L.L.P.
US 2005/0132003 A1l Jun. 16, 2005 (57) ABSTRACT
Related U.S. Application Data A method is disclosed for controlling the software interface of
(63) Continuation of application No. 09/496,790, filed on auser’s computing device to display information on a display
Feb. 2, 2000, now Pat. No. 6,845,388, which is a con- in proximity to the physical location of the user’s computing
tinuation-in-part of application No. 09/378,221, filed device. The interface is operable to display to a user on the
on Aug. 19, 1999, now Pat. No. 6,745,234, which is a display at least one access window that is operable to access
continuation-in-part of application No. 09/151,471, information about a product, which access window requires
filed on Sep. 11, 1998, now abandoned, and a continu- the user to input a unique string of characters associated with
ation-in-part of application No. 09/151,530, filed on the product, which user’s computing device is connected to a
Sep. 11, 1998, now Pat. No. 6,098,106. network at a user location on the network. In response to the
input of the unique string of characters, the user’s computing
(51) Int.ClL device is controlled from a remote intermediate location on
GO6F 15/16 (2006.01) the network to connect over the network to a content provider
GOG6F 17/30 (2006.01) location on the network, which content provider has an asso-
(52) US.Cl .. 709/204; 709/229; 705/27 ciative relationship with the string of characters at the remote
(58) Field of Classification Search ................ 709/204,  intermediate location on the network.

709/229; 705/27
See application file for complete search history.

16 Claims, 11 Drawing Sheets

DECODE THE
FOLLOWING DATA

BUFFER THE DATA

506
504 AR
AUTHENTICATED,
?
Y
LAUNCH WEB BROWSER
INSERT URL DATA
INTO WEB BROWSER
SEND URL TO
GLOBAL NETWORK
ARS SERVER RESPONDS

WITH URL OF
ADVERTISER SERVER

PC TRANSMITS REQUEST-
FOR-PRODUCT INFORMATION
TO ADVERTISER SERVER

ADVERTISER SERVER
SENDS PRODUCT
INFORMATION TO PC




